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3. VOI ume “On Friday 23 April, the ¥ 626 | handed down its judgment to quash the convictions of 39
4. Column number postmasters. This is a lan IR 3t, and | know that colleagues on both sides of the House will join

me in welcoming the court’s § ish those convictions. | will turn to what more needs to be done

Q
The following State % e in the House of Commons on Tuesday 27 April.

to address the wrongs of the pa? #re that injustices such as this do not happen again, but I will

begin by setting out the context fo dgment.

Over the years, the Horizon accounting system recorded shortfalls in cash in post office branches. The Post
Office at the time thought that they were caused by postmasters, and that led to dismissa govery of

s and, in some instances, criminal prosecutions. A group of 555 of those postmasty

nster Alan Bates, brought a group litigation claim against the Post Office in 2078

lengthy period of litigation, the Post Office reached a full and final settlement with claima

problems or raised complaints in relation to Horizon. The findings of Mr Justice Fraser led the Criminal
Cases Review Commission to refer the convictions of 51 postmasters for appeal: eight to the Crown Court
and 43 caoses to the Court of Appeal. The Crown Court quashed the convictions of six postmasters back in

yecember 2020, and 42 further appeals were heard in the Court of Appeal in late March.

The Court of Appeal was asked in late March to decide whether the convictions of those postmasters were Column 2319
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