
How to Use the Cardiff Index
According to the OSCOLA guide, law reports1 must be abbreviated and it is strongly
encouraged that journal titles2 also be abbreviated.The Cardiff Index to Legal
Abbreviations database will show you what your journal or law report abbreviation
should be.3 These are the steps you need to follow and the guidance to do so can be
found in this document:

1. Use the Cardiff Index to find the official abbreviation. If the abbreviation is not
listed here, move on to Step 2…

2. Go to the ‘About’ page on the journal or law report’s official website and see if
there is an abbreviation listed there. If an abbreviation is not listed, move on to
step 3…

3. Write the name of the journal or law report in full.

To start, head over to the Cardiff Index to Legal Abbreviations website:
https://library.port.ac.uk/subject/page1751.html#t1751
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3 Cardiff University, ‘Cardiff Index to Legal Abbreviations’ (Cardiff University)
<https://www.legalabbrevs.cardiff.ac.uk> accessed 23 January 2024.

2 ibid 37.

1 James Goudkamp and Elizabeth Wells (eds), OSCOLA: The Oxford University Standard for Citation
of Legal Authorities (4th ed, Hart Publishing 2012) 13.
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Search for the Abbreviation
If you have the full name of the journal or law report but you’re not sure what the
abbreviation is, add it to the Search by Title section (and click search).

This will show you the full title:

Make sure you use the preferred abbreviation and the right jurisdiction. Also
remember not to include punctuation in the abbreviation as OSCOLA uses very little
punctuation. Crim.L.R. would become Crim LR.4

So your footnote would go from:

Cheryl Thomas, ‘The 21st Century Jury: Contempt, Bias and the Impact of Jury Service’
[2020] Criminal Law Review <http://tinyurl.com/5mn6ftes> accessed 23 January 2024.

to

Cheryl Thomas, ‘The 21st Century Jury: Contempt, Bias and the Impact of Jury Service’
[2020] Crim LR <http://tinyurl.com/5mn6ftes> accessed 23 January 2024.

4 James Goudkamp and Elizabeth Wells (eds), OSCOLA: The Oxford University Standard for Citation
of Legal Authorities (4th ed, Hart Publishing 2012) 13.
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Search for the Full Title

If you have an abbreviation but you’re not sure that the journal or law report is called,
add it to the Search by Abbreviation section (and click search).

This will show you the full title of the abbreviation:
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Search the Publisher Page
Do a Google search using quotation marks to find the publisher’s website. For example,

“Global Academic Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences”

Will take you to this page5, where you will find the abbreviation:

“Feminist Criminology”

Will take you to this page6, where you will find the abbreviation:

“Emergency Medicine Journal”

Will take you to this page7, where you will find the abbreviation:

7 Royal College of Emergency Medicine and British Medical Journal, ‘Emergency Medicine Journal’
(BMJ) <http://tinyurl.com/ke37t843> accessed 19 November 2009.

6 Sage Journals, ‘Feminist Criminology’ (Sage Journals) <https://journals.sagepub.com/home/fcx>
accessed 23 January 2024.

5 Global Academic Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, ‘Details’ (Global Academic Journals
and Research Consortium) <https://www.gajrc.com/journal/gajhss/home> accessed 23 January 2024.
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